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In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it
is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of

weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign

celebrating JesusO victory over death. Because it is ha rd to believe, the Lord Jesus will return

to us again and again in the mystery of the holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste

his presence, and offering us his peace.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, I one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with GodOs mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O  God, O Living One,
for you have created all, and you water the earth abundantly.
Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you.

All life is sustained by you, our Source.

We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
who frees us fr  om sin and raises us up to new life.
Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing through the city of God.
Here, death is washed away forever.

Here, we are grafted into the tree of life,

with leaves for the healing of the world.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly,

into this community, and throughout all creation.
Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions.
Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  (ELW p. 413 ) Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Oremos. Dios eterno y misericordioso, con
todos los Angeles y todos los Santos
alabamos su majestad y su poder. Por la
resurreccion de tu hijo, Muéstranos a
nosotros y aylidanos a seguir a Jesucristo,
nuestro Salvador y Sefor, que vive y reina
contigo y el Espiritu Santo, un solo Dios,
ahora y para siempre. Amén.

Letus pray. Eternal and all-merciful God, with
all the angels and all the saints we laud your
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your
Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to
follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is se ated
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FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

Each of us has a story of meeting GodOs grace. Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of
all who followed the Way of Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation,
beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.



1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the discip les of the Lord, went to the high
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who

belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was
going along and approaching Damascus, s uddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. “He fell
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, OSaul, Saul, why do you persecute me?0 SHe
asked, OWho are you, Lord?0O The reply came, Ol am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 5But get up
and enter the  city, and you will be told what you are to do.O [ "The men who were traveling with

him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground,
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the ha nd and brought

him into Damascus.  °For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

I ONow there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,

OAnanias.O He answered, OHere | am, Lord.0  ''The Lord said to him,  OGet up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment

he is praying, '?and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on

him so that he might regain his sight.0 *But Ananias answered, OLord, | have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; ¥ and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.O 15But the Lord said to him,
OGo, for he is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and

before the people of Israel; 18] myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.O '7So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, OBrother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain

your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.O 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, %and after taking some food,
he regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 2and
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, OHe is the Son of God.O]

Word of God, word  of life.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 30

R: You have turned my wailing into dancing.

! I will exaltyou, O  Lord, because you have lifted me up

! 1 and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

! 20 Lord my God, I cried out to you,

! I and you restored me to health.

! 3You brought me up, O  Lord, from the dead;

you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.

| “Sing praise to the Lord, all you faithful; give thanks in holy remembrance. R
I 5GodOs wrath is short; GodOs favor lasts a lifetime.

I 1 Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.

! SWhile I felt secure, I said, “'I shall never be disturbed.

! "You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.O

! 1 Then you hid your face, and | was filled with  fear.

! 8T cried to you, O Lord; I pleaded with my Lord, saying,

I °OWhat profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the pit?

I 1 Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?

| ¥Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; O Lord, be my helper.” R

! You have turned my wailing into dancing;

you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.

! 2Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O Lord my God, I will give
you thanks forever. R



SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship on the LordOs Day. At its
center is Othe Lamb who was slain.O

1Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and

the elders; th ey numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 2singing with full voice,
I OWorthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

I to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

I and honor and glory and blessing!O

3Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in
them, singing,

I OTo the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

I be blessing and honor and glory and might

I forever and ever!O

14 And the four living creatures said, OAmen!O And th e elders fell down and worshiped.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO: 21:1-19
Glory to You, O, Lord.

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of
the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a discipleOs love and obedience.



IAfter [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the
Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter,

Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his

disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, Ol  am going fishing.O They said to him, OWe will go with you.O They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

I 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was

Jesus. ®Jesus said to them, OC hildren, you have no fish, have you?O They answered him, ONo.O 6He said
to them, OCast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.O So they cast it, and now

they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. "That disciple whom Jesus loved said
to Peter, Olt is the Lord!O When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he

was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of

fish, for they were notf  ar from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

I *When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said
to them, OBring some of the fish that you have just caught.O 11S0 Simon Peter went aboard and hauled
th e net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty -three of them; and though there were so many, the

net was not torn.  2Jesus said to them, OCome and have breakfast.O Now none of the disciples dared to

ask him, OWho are you?0 because they knew it was the L ord. 3Jesus came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and did the same with the fish. 1 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the
disciples after he was raised from the dead.

I SWhen they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, OSimon son of John, do you love me
more than these?O He said to him, OYes, Lord; you know that | love you.O Jesus said to him, OFeed my

lambs.O °A second time he said to him, OSimon son of John, do you love me?0 He said to him, OYes,

Lord; you know that | love you.O Jesus said to him, OTend my sheep.O 17He said to him the third time,
OSimon son of John, do you love me?0 Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ODo you
love me?0 And he said to him, OLord, you know everything; you know that | love you.O Jesus said to

him, OFeed my sheep.  8Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt

and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone

else will fasten a belt aroun  d you and take you where you do not wish to go.O 19(He said this to indicate
the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, OFollow me.O

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW p. 798) Come, Follow ME, the Savior Spake



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting GodOs promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of
creation.
The assembly shall kneel, as they are able

You call your disciples to follow the way of the cross by their words and works of love. Make your

church a place of welcome and empathy for all people. Free us from ego, pride, bias, and bigotry
that we may work hand in hand to spread your message of love throughout this congregation, this
community, and the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Every creature in heaven and on earth sings your praise. Give us deep appreciation for the vibrant
diversity of creation N flowers and streams, animals and bugs, sunsets and stormy skies. Help us
to conserve the beauty around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Come to the aid of those who are persecuted, oppressed, or imprisoned by hostile governments
especially those in the countries of Hungary, Ser bia, Nicaragua, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Kenya,
Bolivia, Columbia, Camaroon, Mexico, and Venezuela. Walk with refugees and immigrants as they

seek safe homes. Raise up leaders who are generous and hospitable to migrant families. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

Bring relief to bodies weary with pain or sickness. Bless doctors, nurses, hospice workers, home

health care providers, therapists, social workers, and all caregivers who demonstrate your love in

acts of healing and tenderness toward those in need , especially Gilbert, Mitch, Linda, Laquita,
Mary Louise, Francis, Elfren, Leroy, Alejandra, Liz, John, as well as those that we name out loud or
in our heartsg Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



As we sow Seeds of Hope, we pray for St. John Lutheran in Westhoff. Guide them to new
opportunities and abilities to draw younger people into the congr egation. We pray also for St.
PeterOs in Elgin that they may continue the path you have shown them through continued vision

and direction, as you use them as an instrument of grace in their community. We pray for St.

PaulOsb Karnes City and St. Paul®s B Nordheim as the congregations grow their ministries through
the St. PaulOs Squared opportunity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With all churches in the Southwestern Texas Synod we pray for each other and also for ELCA
member congregations such as those inthe Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast ~ Synod, Faith Lutheran
Church in Beeville , TX, and Newberry College. Hearus, O God. = Your mercy is great.

You feed us at your holy table and send us out to feed others. Bless those who fish, bake, and
cook, restaurant servers, grocery store workers, and food pantry volunteers. Open our eyes to

your grace present in every meal that we share. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All honor and glory and blessing belong to you. We praise you for the faith of t he saints . Be near
us as we await the day when we will feast with the risen Christ forever. Hear us, O God. Your

mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, for
the sake of Jesus  Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in

need.
(ELW p. 186) Create in Me a Clean Heart
OFFERING PRAYER

Letus pray. Risen One, as you broke bread with Lasset uns beten.  Auferstanden, wie Sie
the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this Brot mit den JYngern am Ufer brach, treffen
meal. Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to Sie uns jetzt in dieser Mahlzeit. NShren Sie
feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for uns, um Ihnen zu Folgen, mit unseren

your loveOs sake. Amen. Gaben, um die hungrigen zu ernShren und

die mYden, und alles um lhrer Liebe Willen.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our si n; who in dying has
destroyed death,and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and ser aphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.

Your mercy is everlasting

and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for  creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and hone y.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gav e thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our LordOs passover from death to life

as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon  and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, gives everyone a place at the welcome table.
Alleluia! Come to the feast.
The assembly is seated.

COMMUNION SONG
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DISTRIBUTION - All are WELCOME at the table of the Lord.

This meal gives you strength for your journey of faith & life. Go forward as the body of Christ in your
family, community and the world. Children or anyone choosing not to commune, but wishing to be
blessed, may indicate this by folding their arms across their chest. Anyone who is unable to come
forward may indicate to an usher that you wish to receive communion where you are seated.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness
and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us.

Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love
into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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BLESSING

The blessing of the living God,
Father, ! Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,

and fill you with courage. Amen.
SENDING SONG (ELW p. 459) Wade in the Water
DISMISSAL

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

DOXOLOGY (ELW p. 884) Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
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IIl, Injured or Otherwise Struggling: Gilbert Anthony,  Mitch Dorn, Shane Edens,  Linda
Franke, Norma Foreman, Laquita Gibbens, Linda Henning, Jack Hockey, Raymond Jenkins,

Mary Louise Jonas, Steve Kelly, Evalina, Francis Kempe, Khloe Martinez, Elfren

Moczygemba, John Moczygemba, Leroy Polderick, Alejandra, Carly Rosenboon, Liz Saldana,

John Tackitt , Jerry Vajdos, Yvonne Watkins, Kyle Worthy, Cody Zaiontz, and Norma Zamzow

For those in the military: Nick Adams, Anthony Alvarez, Allen Bowles, Justin Chandler,
Justin Elkins, Rodney Foreman, Jamaica Goodhue, Jacob Jones, Felipe Leal, Jr., Garrett
Peterson, Jon Wayne Schulz, James Skinner, Chris Sustaita, Kassie Thompson, John
Vasquez, and Delmiro Villanueva

Birthdays : Stacey Mika (May 7), Jovi Jonas (May 9)
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We have all come to St. PaulOs by different paths, and from various walks of life. Through
worship, study, prayer and fellowship we each seek to deepen our faith, comfort and

encourage one another and dedicate our lives more fully to sharing Christ in our homes, our

community and the world. All are welcome at St. PaulOs. We are eager to know you, and

we invite you to get to know us. If you are unable to hear, require a bulletin, or need
any other assistance, please signal an ush er.

v 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering Planning Team
ELCA Youth Gathering | =] Applications OPEN!

MINNEAPOLIS, MN « JUNE 29 - JULY 3, 2021

Odd &Q =) The Gathering is primarily planned and led by amazing

~ k] N volunteers who serve on 14 different teams. Starting April
21, 2019 we will be accepting applications from
individuals who would like to participate in the planning
process. Applications will be accepte d until June 21, 2019. A few additional details about the application
process: We expect to receive hundreds more applications than available planning team roles. We hope that
if you are not selected for a planning team, you will consider attending as an a dult leader participant with
your congregation or apply to serve as a Gathering volunteer. More information about serving as a volunteer
will be released this fall. During the application process you will be asked to select up to three teams that
are of interest. Learn more about each teamsO responsibilities here. Those selected for a planning team will
be natified by the respective planning team leader no later than August 21, 2019. If you have questions about
the application process, please email gathering@elca.org.!
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“So, what do you do at Synod Assembly? It's just a bunch of meetings, right?”
There are business sessions, but there are also many learning opportunities, much like at Eqipping the Saints . You
choose which workshops are appealing to you. These are the options that will be available this year:

SYNOD ASSEMBLY WORKSHOPS

Stamina for Your Soul: Cultivating Spiritual Practices that Foster Good Health
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Opening our eyes to the power and joy of living our faith in daily life
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ELCA Campus Ministry Research and Results
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The How To's of Technology
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Learning from our Partner Synod in Costa Rica
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Zen Practice for Lutheran Christians
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Extraordinary Callings
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AMMPARO: Congregations walking alongside our immigrant neighbors
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Open Our Eyes to Our Neighbor
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