St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
2nd Sunday in Advent
December 9, 2018

Rev. Arden Dorn, Transitional Minister
Mike Tessman, Assistant Minister
408 S. Davidson Street | Karnes City, TX 78118
Office (830) 780-2251 Pastor Dorn (602) 565-9793
www.StPaulsLutheranKC.org
www.facebook.com/StPaulsLutheranKarnesCity

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but
that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four
weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians
awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Our Lord’s contemporaries hoped for
the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days:
another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of our Lord in word and
supper.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN

(ELW p. 283 )

O Come All, All Ye Faithful

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
This morning we light two candles. The first candle reminds us that Advent is a time of
waiting. We wait in anticipation for God to fulfill every promise set forth in the Bible. The
second candle reminds us that Advent is also a time of watching. We watch with expectant
eyes, trusting that God is active, present and constantly at work, leading all of creation
toward the plan of redemption. As we light the second candle, we ask for faith to watch for
God’s presence and open eyes to see all that God is doing.
God in heaven, as we learn to wait in faith, help us now to watch in expectation. Open our
eyes that we might see the ways you are at work around us, within us and through us.
Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST LESSON
God tells sinful Adam and Eve that they have lost the life of
Paradise and that their seed will bruise the serpent’s head.

GENESIS 3
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among
the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are
you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave
to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the
woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I
ate." The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you among
all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel." And to the man he
said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about
which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in toil
you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and
you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you
return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return."
HYMN

(ELW p.294)

In the Bleak Midwinter

SECOND LESSON
God gives a new covenant. The law will be written on our hearts.
JEREMIAH 31
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
HYMN

(ELW p. 270)

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

THIRD LESSON
The Lord promises the King will come in glory bringing peace.
ZECHARIAH 9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes
to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of
a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and
the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall
be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.
HYMN

(ELW p. 296 )

What Child Is This

FOURTH LESSON
The prophesy of God creating a “new world.”
ISAIAH 65
For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I
am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in
Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or
the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old
person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be
considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They
shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall
not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a
tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their
hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring
blessed by the Lord—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while
they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall
eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.

HYMN

FIFTH LESSON

(ELW p.267 )

Joy to the World

Mary visits Elizabeth.

LUKE 1
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
HYMN

(ELW p.281 )

Silent Night! Holy Night!

SIXTH LESSON
An angel comes to Joseph, explaining the birth of his son, Jesus.

MATTHEW 1

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a
son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her
as his wife but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.
HYMN

(ELW p. 277 )

Away in a Manager

SEVENTH LESSON
Paul states God’s purpose in sending his son.

ROMANS 8

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
HYMN

(ELW p.288 )

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need.

OFFERING HYMN

(ELW p.289 )

Angels We Have Heard on High

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance,
we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us
patience and hope as we care for all those in need
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Lasset uns beten. Gott des überflusses,
wir bringen Euch die kostbaren Früchte eurer
Schöpfung und mit Ihnen unser Leben vor.
Lehren Sie uns Geduld und Hoffnung, während
wir uns um alle Bedürftigen kümmern bis zum
kommen deines Sohnes, unseres Erlösers und
Herrn. Amen.

CONFESSION AND GOOD NEWS
Great God of Presence and Promised Coming,
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to fulfill your desire for us to love one another.
We have not followed the paths you have given us,
Choosing instead to follow our own.
We have broken relationships, We chase consumer desires,
We treat those who wait on us as less than human.
We have rebelled against your love;
We spend our time and money, on gifts for those who give us gifts.
We have not loved our neighbors, we spend time
With family and friends out of obligation rather than sincere love.
We have not heard the cry of the needy,
The mouth of the poor is still hungry for mercy,
The cause of the oppressed is still thirsty for justice.
Free us for joyful obedience, through the Advent of Christ,
Our Lord, Our Messiah, Our Hope. Amen.
Good News! Good News! Good News!
God so loved the world that he gave
Sinful and broken humanity a gift: Emmanuel, God with us.
This proves God's love toward us!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God! Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION – All are WELCOME at the table of the Lord.
This meal gives you strength for your journey of faith & life. Go forward as the body of Christ in your
family, community and the world. Children or anyone choosing not to commune, but wishing to be
blessed, may indicate this by folding their arms across their chest. Anyone who is unable to come
forward may indicate to an usher that you wish to receive communion where you are seated.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your endless love.
Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare your way,
harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for all,
and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

(ELW p. 290)

Go Tell It on the Mountain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

DOXOLOGY

(ELW p. 884)

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

For Prayerful Consideration
Ill, Injured or Otherwise Struggling: Sadat Abrihim, David Anaba, Sharon Baumann,
Ellvera Boehm, Laura Burney, Alex Caballero, James Castillo, Mitch Dorn, Shane Edens,
Norma Foreman, Laquita Gibbens, Helen Grimm, Linda Henning, Jack Hockey, Andy James,
Michael Janysek, Raymond Jenkins, Steve Kelly, Evalina, Francis Kempe, Linda Lathrop, Ella
Manka, Khloe Martinez, Moma Ndeh, the Ndeh family, Charles Pierce, Leroy Polderick, Carly
Rosenboon, John Tackitt, Yvonne Watkins, Kyle Worthy, Cody Zaiontz, and Norma Zamzow
For those in the military: Nick Adams, Anthony Alvarez, Allen Bowles, Justin Chandler,
Justin Elkins, Rodney Foreman, Jamaica Goodhue, Jacob Jones, Felipe Leal, Jr., Garrett
Peterson, Jon Wayne Schulz, James Skinner, Chris Sustaita, Kassie Thompson, John
Vasquez, and Delmiro Villanueva

Welcome!
We have all come to St. Paul’s by different paths, and from various walks of life. Through
worship, study, prayer and fellowship we each seek to deepen our faith, comfort and
encourage one another and dedicate our lives more fully to sharing Christ in our homes, our
community and the world. All are welcome at St. Paul’s. We are eager to know you, and
we invite you to get to know us. If you are unable to hear, require a bulletin, or need
any other assistance, please signal an usher.

Coming Events
Let’s join together and PARTICIPATE!
The Music Academy Winter Recital will be this afternoon at 3:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s. The
recital is open to the public. Invite your friends!

Christmas Eve Worship Service, December 24, 5:00 p.m.

