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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Someone is casting out demons in Jesus’ name who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle, and the disciples
want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied
without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good
being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word
must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING HYMN

(ELW p. 396)

Spirit of Gentleness

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us
again and again. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
The assembly shall kneel, as they are able.

We confess…
That we come believing in our emptiness, believing that we will never have enough,
believing that what we have is unworthy.
We confess…
That we come fearful of sharing, fearful of losing our tenuous grip on security,
fearful of touching and knowing the pain of others.
We confess…
That we come overwhelmed by the hunger, overwhelmed by the suffering of children near
and far, overwhelmed by the endless tales of senseless violence, greed, and death.
We confess…
That we come aching from the weight of the responsibility, aching from the chilling challenge
of knowing our abundance, aching from the gnawing awareness that we have much to share.
We pray…
That while we come clinging to our meager offerings, you might loosen our grip and help us
to give so that all might thrive.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ takes our offerings and blesses them and us. Christ forgives
us our sins and breaks us open for the world. Jesus shows us how we can share all that we are and still

live in abundance. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Thanks be to God!
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have called us to
tend and keep the garden of your creation. Give
us wisdom and reverence for all your plants and
animals who share this planet with us and
whose lives make possible our own. Help us to
remember that they too love the sweetness of
life and join with us in giving you praise. Amen.
Amen.

The assembly is seated

Oremos. Dios Todopoderoso,
nos has llamado para tender y mantener el
jardín de tu creación. Danos sabiduría y
reverencia a todas tus plantas y animales
que comparten este planeta con nosotros y
cuyas vidas hacen posible la nuestra.
nos ayudan a recordar que ellos también
aman la dulzura de la vida y se unen con
nosotros en darle alabanza. Amén.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God provides
manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on
seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What
constitutes real leadership?
4

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we
had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons,
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at.”
10
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then
the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you
treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this
people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry
them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their
ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say,
‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this
is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do
not let me see my misery.” 16So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel,
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting,
and have them take their place there with you.”
24
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the
people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him,
and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested
upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 26Two men remained in the camp, one named
Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but
they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses,
one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my
sake? Would that all the Lord‘s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 19:7-14
R: The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes
7

The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. R
11
By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. R
SECOND READING:

James 5:13-20

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrating with
those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, and offering
forgiveness to each other.
13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven
gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from
the truth and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from
wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO: Mark 9:38-50
Glory to You, O Lord!
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and sacrifice. His
disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.
38

John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop
him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of
power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for
us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ
will by no means lose the reward. 42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were
thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you
to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into
hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire
is never quenched. 49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,
how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

(ELW p. 676)

Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s beloved creation.
The assembly shall kneel, as they are able

Gracious God, you gather together people of faith in every time and every place to be the risen body
of Christ in the world. Enliven the church to nourish its members, to love the earth, and to serve its
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Creative God, you weave together the fabric of the universe. Forests and fields bear the banner of
your abundance. Give us wisdom and discernment to be good stewards of our resources. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you bless people with intelligence and compassion. Inspire citizens to raise up good
leaders who seek peace and reconciliation among nations and who long to repair the world. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Loving God, you house the homeless, free the captive, and heal the sick. Make our hands your hands
in service to strangers and friends. We pray especially for Ellvera, Bobby & Betty, Laquita, Helen,
Andy, Alva, Francis, Linda, Leroy, John, Mary Ruth, as well as those that we name out loud or in our
hearts… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Welcoming God, you have given us to each other in this congregation. Make us glad to receive those
you send to us and ready to receive their unique gifts and perspectives. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
In every time and place you raise up witnesses who testify to your love and tender mercy. We
remember with thanksgiving all who made your word known in the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As we sow Seeds of Hope, we pray for St. John Lutheran in Westhoff. Guide them to new
opportunities and abilities to draw younger people into the congregation. We pray also for St. Peter’s
in Elgin that they may have vision, direction, and that God would use them as an instrument of grace
in their community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your boundless
mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN

(ELW p. 512)

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of life, you give us these gifts of
the earth, these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use
them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen.

Lasst uns beten. Gott des Lebens, du gibst uns
diese Gaben der Erde, diese Ressourcen
unseres Lebens und unserer Arbeit. Nehmen
Sie, in großen thanksgiving angeboten, und
benutzt Sie, um einen Tisch zu setzen, der die
ganze Schöpfung heilt; durch Jesus Christus,
unseren Erlöser und Licht. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER LITANY
Loving God, we remember that Jesus taught us to pray saying, “Our Father…”
You created us, you made this world, and you called your creation very good. Yet often we
forget that you are our loving Parent who continues to bless your world.
Jesus told us that you are “…in heaven…”
Yet we fail to live in awe of you. We take you for granted, and we don’t see the awesome
beauty of the world you have made.
We pray, “Hallowed be your name…”
We confess that our reverence for you does not always lead us to care reverently for your
earth, sky and sea.
We pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…”
We confess that we often put our own interests first-exploiting your creation, and living for
our own convenience and self-interest.
We pray, “Give us today our daily bread.”
We confess that we consume more than our share of the world’s resources, while billions
go hungry every day and your whole creation suffers.
We pray, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”
We confess that we see these words only in spiritual terms, while the Bible is filled with
teachings about economic justice and creation care.

We pray, “Save us from the time of trial.”
Help us to resist the temptations of spending more, using more, acquiring more, and
wasting more.
We pray, “Deliver us from evil…”
Free us from greed and self-centeredness that separate us from you and others.
We pray, “For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.”
Help us to know that in caring for your wonderful world, we are working for your kingdom,
being good stewards of your creative power, and giving you glory.
We pray, “Amen.”
We end our prayers with “Amen,” a word that means “let it be so.” We know we can be
faithful disciples by your grace. Amen!

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.

The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION – All are WELCOME at the table of the Lord.
This meal gives you strength for your journey of faith & life. Go forward as the body of Christ in your
family, community and the world. Children or anyone choosing not to commune, but wishing to be
blessed, may indicate this by folding their arms across their chest. Anyone who is unable to come
forward may indicate to an usher that you wish to receive communion where you are seated.

Following Communion, the assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to be humble and
courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, that we might speak a living
voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

(ELW p. 881)

Let All Things Now Living

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.

DOXOLOGY

(ELW p. 884)

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

For Prayerful Consideration
Ill, Injured or Otherwise Struggling: Sadat Abrihim, David Anaba, Sharon Baumann, Ellvera
Boehm, Bobby & Betty Busselman, Alex Caballero, James Castillo, Pauline Davidson, Mitch Dorn,
Roxanne Dorn, Shane Edens, Norma Foreman, Laquita Gibbens, Helen Grimm, Linda Henning, Jack
Hockey, Andy Jacobs, Michael Janysek, Raymond Jenkins, Alva Jonas, Steve Kelly, Evalina, Francis
Kempe, Linda Lathrop, Ella Manka, Khloe Martinez, Kenneth Matthews, Moma Ndeh, the Ndeh
family, Charles Pierce, Leroy Polderick, Carly Rosenboon, Shanna Swierc, John Tackitt, Yvonne
Watkins, Anyemarie, Mary Ruth Witte, Kyle Worthy, Cody Zaiontz, and Norma Zamzow
For those in the military: Nick Adams, Anthony Alvarez, Allen Bowles, Justin Chandler, Justin
Elkins, Rodney Foreman, Jamaica Goodhue, Jacob Jones, Felipe Leal, Jr., Garrett Peterson, Jon

Wayne Schulz, James Skinner, Chris Sustaita, Kassie Thompson, John Vasquez, and Delmiro
Villanueva
Birthdays:
Peggy Walleck, (Oct. 3), Joyce Witte (Oct. 9)

Welcome!
We have all come to St. Paul’s by different paths, and from various walks of life. Through worship,
study, prayer and fellowship we each seek to deepen our faith, comfort and encourage one another
and dedicate our lives more fully to sharing Christ in our homes, our community and the world. All
are welcome at St. Paul’s. We are eager to know you, and we invite you to get to know us. If you
are unable to hear, require a bulletin, or need any other assistance, please signal an usher.

Coming Events
Let’s join together and PARTICIPATE!
The Women of the Church will be purchasing and putting together school kits for Lutheran
World Relief. Anyone who would like to donate to this cause can do so at any time. We will be
accepting monetary donations to help pay for the school kits. Place your donation in a marked
envelope that says Women’s Group. Thank you!
AN EVENING OF CONVERSATION WITH BISHOP SUE & REV. DR. JUDITH
The 2nd Annual Evelyn Streng Lecture Series in Contemporary Issues, Oct. 9th, 2018 - 7pm, Dunne
Conference Center in Tschoepe Hallat TLU. Spend an evening with Bishop of the Southwestern
Texas Synod, ELCA Rev. Sue Briner and Bishop Associate, Rev. Dr. Judith Spindt as they lead
an interactive discussion on adaptive leadership in these challenging times. Current society faces
many serious issues and Revs. Briner and Spindt will guide us as we explore some of these issues and
how leadership in the 21st century can be a team sport, especially for women who find themselves in
these roles. Light refreshments will be served.
Rita Jordan has 20 tickets to the MercyMe Concert to be held at Freeman Coliseum in San
Antonio on October 14, 2018, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $35.00 each. See Rita if interested in
tickets. This would be a great opportunity, especially for our youth, to attend a contemporary
Christian concert! Tell them to invite friends.

