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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare of all. God delivered the
Israelites out of slavery, so they should not ever work anyone else seven days a week. Even slaves
should be able to rest; even resident aliens. Yet human beings can turn even the most liberating
religious practice into a life-destroying rule. Jesus does not reject sabbath-keeping, but defends its
original life-enhancing meaning. Our worship and our religious way of life are to lead to the hungry
being fed and the sick being healed.
The assembly stands.

GATHERING HYMN

(ELW p. 367)

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.
PRESENTATION FOR HOLY BAPTISM
The assembly is seated. The candidate for baptism, her parents and sponsors gather with the ministers at the font.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of
the world.
Sponsors for the candidate present her:

I present Annie Roecker Weston for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses the parents who bring for baptism the child who is not able to answer for herself:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your daughter
baptized into Christ?
Response: I do.
As you bring your daughter to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that your daughter may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your daughter grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: I do.

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's
Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Response: I do.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Annie Roecker Weston in her new life in Christ?
We do.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
The presiding minister addresses the parents and sponsors of the young child. The assembly joins in the responses.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters at
creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living
things.
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the
rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom.
The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us
over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with Christ;
and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, but one
with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
BAPTISM
Annie Roecker Weston, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Annie Roecker Weston with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
Annie Roecker Weston, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the
cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
WELCOME
A lighted candle is given to the sponsor of the newly baptized as a representative of the congregation says:

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word
to all the world.
The baptized is presented to the assembly.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you
BAPTISMAL HYMN

(ELW p. 638)

Blessed Assurance

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God,
throughout time you free the oppressed, heal
the sick, and make whole all that you have
made. Look with compassion on the world
wounded by sin, and by your power restore us
to wholeness of life, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Oremos. Dios Todopoderoso y siempre
vivo, a través del tiempo liberas a los
oprimidos, sanas a los enfermos, y haces
todo lo que has hecho. Mira con
compasión en el mundo herido por el
pecado, y por tu poder nos restauras a la
totalidad de la vida, a través de
Jesucristo, nuestro Salvador y Señor,
amén.

Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING:

Deuteronomy 5:12-15

Part of the Ten Commandments, these verses instruct the Israelites to keep the Sabbath. The
Israelites are to rest and they are to allow their slaves, their livestock, and the foreigners living
among them to do the same. They were once slaves, and so they are to treat their own slaves
justly.
12

Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. 13Six days you
shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall
not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or
your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in your towns, so that your male and
female slave may rest as well as you. 15Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and
the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm;
therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 81:1-10
R: Raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
1

Sing with joy to God our strength
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
2
Raise a song and sound the timbrel,
the merry harp, and the lyre. R
3
Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon,
and at the full moon, the day of our feast;
4
for this is a statute for Israel,
a law of the God of Jacob.
5
God laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph, going out over the land of Egypt,

where I heard a voice I did not know:
“I eased your shoulder from the burden;
your hands were set free from the gravedigger’s basket. R
7
You called on me in trouble, and I delivered you;
I answered you from the secret place of thunder and tested you at the waters of
Meribah.
8
Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you:
O Israel, if you would but listen to me!
9
There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not worship a foreign god.
10
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. R
6

SECOND READING:

2 Corinthians 4:5-12

When we carry out God’s ministry we do so not for our glory but for the sake of Jesus Christ whom
we proclaim as Lord. The power for ministry comes from God, not us, so that we persevere no
matter what, trusting in God’s power and promises at work through us.
5

We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for
Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
7
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary
power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us,
but life in you.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO: Mark 2:23--3:6
Glory to You, O Lord!
Jesus challenges the prevailing interpretation of what is lawful on the sabbath and tells his critics
that the sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way around. Healing the man with the
withered hand is work that cannot wait until the next day.
23

One sabbath [Jesus] was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his disciples
began to pluck heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not
lawful on the sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and
his companions were hungry and in need of food? 26He entered the house of God, when Abiathar
was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to
eat, and he gave some to his companions.” 27Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for
humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”
3:1
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 2They watched
him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3And he said
to the man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” 4Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do
good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5He looked around
at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6The Pharisees went out and
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
The assembly is seated.

SERMON

Rev. Arden Dorn

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY

(ELW p. 856)

How Great Thou Art

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying for the world that God so
loves.
God our strength, you command your people to keep sabbath. Coax your church away from the
busyness of the world and give us holy rest, so that, refreshed, we will give vibrant witness to your
world-healing love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God our strength, you restore what is withered. As all creation stretches forth in hunger and thirst
for you, revive what has ceased to flourish and repair what has fallen into decay. Make us partners
in your holy healing. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our strength, we ache for peace. Teach nations that you carry our burdens, you free human
hands, and you rescue us in distress. Raise up leaders in the world who listen to your voice and
walk in your ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God our strength, people are afflicted and perplexed, persecuted and struck down. Shine the light of
your glory into the hearts of your suffering ones, especially Elvira, Bobby, Alex, James, Lorain,
Pauline, Tom, Roxanne, Shane, Linda, Norma, Ann, Laquita, Linda, Jack, Michael, Raymond, Alva,
Steve, Evalina, Francis, Barbara, Ella, Khloe, Kenneth, Jim, Charles, Eddie, Pastor Wally, Yvonne,
Anyemarie, Mark, Mary Ruth, Kyle, Cody, and Norma so that they will not be crushed, driven to
despair, or forsaken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God our strength, you grieve our hardness of heart whenever we turn your holy counsel into rules
to control others. Open our hearts to your loving will for these times, for our neighbors, and for this
community of faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God our strength, death is at work in us, but life is in you. Free us now to live into your promise of
indestructible life and, in the end, restore us with all the saints. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Fill Annie Weston day by day with Your Spirit – lead and guide her in the days that lie ahead and
thank You that in Christ she has been saved by grace alone. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You bless us with opportunities to learn and share your Word and your love. Lead the Youth of St.
Paul’s and their sponsors as they prepare to attend the 2018 Youth Gathering in Houston. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
As we sow Seeds of Hope, we pray for St. John Lutheran in Westhoff. Guide them to new opportunities
and abilities to draw younger people into the congregation. We pray also for St. Peter’s in Elgin that
they may have vision, direction, and that God would use them as an instrument of grace in their
community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our prayers in trust and thanksgiving;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING HYMN

(ELW p. 186)

Create in Me a Clean Heart

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to
receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Barmherziger Gott, du hast deine Hand weit
öffnen und die Notwendigkeit, allen Lebens
erfüllen. Sie haben dieses Fest vor uns. Unsere
Hände öffnen, um es zu empfangen. Unsere
Herzen öffnen, es zu umarmen.
Öffnen Sie unser Leben zu leben. Beten wir
durch Christus unseren Herrn. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your
eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION – All are WELCOME at the table of the Lord.
This meal gives you strength for your journey of faith & life. Go forward as the body of Christ in your
family, community and the world. Children or anyone choosing not to commune, but wishing to be
blessed, may indicate this by folding their arms across their chest. Anyone who is unable to come
forward may indicate to an usher that you wish to receive communion where you are seated.

Following Communion, the assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your very self, that
we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your
reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the
gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

(ELW p. 818)

O Master, Let Me Walk with You

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

DOXOLOGY (ELW p. 884)

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Welcome!
We have all come to St. Paul’s by different paths, and from various walks of life. Through worship,
study, prayer and fellowship we each seek to deepen our faith, comfort and encourage one another and
dedicate our lives more fully to sharing Christ in our homes, our community and the world. All are
welcome at St. Paul’s. We are eager to know you, and we invite you to get to know us.
If you are unable to hear, require a bulletin, or need any other assistance, please signal an
usher.

For Prayerful Consideration
Ill or Injured: Elvira Boehm, Bobby Busselman, Alex Caballero, James Castillo, Lorain Chandler,
Pauline Davidson, Rev. Tom Dietzel, Roxanne Dorn, Shane Edens, Linda Franke, Norma Foreman, Ann
Gary, Laquita Gibbens, Brenda Gregory, Linda Henning, Jack Hockey, Michael Janysek, Raymond
Jenkins, Alva Jonas, Steve Kelly, Evalina, Francis Kempe, Barbara Kopplin, Ella Manka, Khloe Martinez,
Kenneth Matthews, Jim Pearce, Charles Pierce, Eddie Salas, Rev. Wally Schievelbein, Yvonne Watkins,
Anyemarie, Mary Ruth Witte, Kyle Worthy, Cody Zaiontz, and Norma Zamzow.
For those in the military: Nick Adams, Allen Bowles, Justin Chandler, Justin Elkins, Rodney Foreman,
Jamaica Goodhue, Jacob Jones, Felipe Leal, Jr., Garrett Peterson, Jon Wayne Schulz, James Skinner,
Chris Sustaita, Kassie Thompson, John Vasquez, and Delmiro Villanueva.
Birthdays:
Mary Ruth Witte (June 7), Mary Louise Jonas (June 8)
Today we celebrate the baptism of Annie Roecker Weston. Annie was born January 23,

2018, and is the daughter of Clay and Emily (Jordan) Weston. Godparents are Bron &
Caroline Weston of the United Kingdom.
ST. PAUL’S YOUTH WILL BE ATTENDING THE 2018
YOUTH GATHERING IN HOUSTON
JUNE 27 – JULY 1
They will be accepting donations over the next few Sunday’s.
The donations will go toward the In-Kind Offering to buy books
for The 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering Houston Literacy
Campaign and to help with travel expenses. Donation
envelopes are on the table at the rear of the sanctuary. Please
write your check payable to: St. Paul’s Lutheran Youth
Group. They are asking for your prayers as they prepare for
this gathering. Thank you for all your support!

WEEKLY GIVING (MAY 27, 2108)
Weekly Budget
Weekly Giving
Over (Under)
$2,431.87
$1,912.00
($519.87)

YTD Budget
$51,069.27

YTD Giving
$37,322.00

Over (Under)
($13,747.27)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: June 3 – 6 (5: 30 to 8:00 p.m.)
St. Paul’s will be in charge of kitchen and food. We will need volunteers for kitchen. We’ll serve
light meal each day. We could use donations of cookies, chips, juice boxes, small water bottles, etc.
(or money). The meal will be served at 5:30 to kids before they get started on activities. On
Wednesday evening (closing program), we will feed parents as well.
Also, a reminder that any of the high school kids are welcome to help out with classes, activities,
etc. Will be a great opportunity to participate! – Rita

Sunday, June 10, 3:00: The MUSIC ACADEMY RECITAL will be held at St. Paul’s. The recital is
open to the public. Invite your friends!

Sunday, June 17: A Congregational Meeting will be held immediately following the worship
service. Council is seeking approval for the use of available funds to replace both HVAC units. In
2017, the congregation approved funds for the replacement of one HVAC unit. It has been
determined that both units require replacement.

SOMETHING TO PONDER: “What is the task of the church? What is the task of St. Paul’s?”

